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Abstract

Since 2003 and up to the present day, Iraq continues to lack a clear, centralized
foreign policy vision that aligns with and promotes its national interests. Iraq
possesses a complex set of external interests related to building military capabilities,
enhancing security stability, encouraging investment and economic growth—
particularly in the energy sector—and ensuring access to water and electricity. The
inconsistency in Iraq’s foreign role stems from its fractured and polarized internal

politics, as well as the lingering influence of competing foreign powers operating
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within Iraq and its regional neighborhood. This is especially true given the ongoing
wars and conflicts in the region. Iraq stands out as one of the countries most affected
by regional conflicts due to its strategic location, diverse demographic composition,
and the governance system, which has significantly contributed to political
instability. This instability largely results from the external loyalties of those in
power, who often align with foreign states rather than prioritizing Iraqi national
interests. The Middle East is the epicenter of these conflicts—whether political,
economic, or military—and such conflicts have played a central role in shaping the
realities of modern Iraq, including the Kurdistan R egion. This research examines the
impact of regional conflicts on the overall stability of Iraq, with a particular focus on
the Kurdistan Region, analyzing the security, political, and economic challenges the

country faces as a result of these external interferences.

Keywords: Iraq, regional conflicts, political stability, Kurdistan Region, foreign

interventions
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